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Key Verses: “[Boaz said,] ‘My daughter, do not be afraid, I will do for you
all that you ask, for all the assembly of my people know that you are a
worthy woman.” Ruth 3:11

Background: Ruth met Boaz on the threshing floor, where they likely
consummated their relationship. The threshing floor was a large circular
area of earth or stone where the grain was separated from the chaff. First
the sheaves of grain were trampled or ground with oxen or sticks to break
open the sheaves. Then the grain and chaff mixture was tossed into the air,
where the wind would blow the lighter chaff to one side, leaving the grain
to fall straight to the ground. It was hard work, and at the end of a hard
day’s work, the men would celebrate with food and drink, and then sleep
near the grain.

When Ruth came to Boaz it was clear that she was seeking for him to
become her husband. He could have damaged her reputation by rejecting or
exposing her. Instead, he agreed to marry her, thereby protecting her and
offering security for her and Naomi.

Community: How do the roles of women and men differ in your
community? Which roles promote healthy community? Which do not?

At Home: Have you done something you wouldn’t normally do to secure a
greater good? How did it feel? What would you do the next time?

Read This Week:

Sunday, Ruth 3:1-18, The Threshing Floor

Monday, Ruth 3:1-5, Ruth and Boazg at the Threshing Floor
Tuesday, Ruth 3:6-7, Ruth and Boaz, at the Threshing Floor
Wednesday, Ruth 3:8-9, Ruth and Boaz, at the Threshing Floor
Thursday, Ruth 3:10-13, Ruth and Boaz, at the Threshing Floor
Friday, Ruth 3:14-15, Ruth and Boaz, at the Threshing Floor
Saturday, Ruth 3:16-18, Ruth and Boaz, at the Threshing Floor
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