
Ash Wednesday Worship… 
with the imposition of ashes. 

February 17 at 7:30 pm. 
Join us as we begin the season of Lent…remembering 

who we are…and to whom we will return. 

On the Christian Calendar, 
Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday 
before Ash Wednesday, which 
marks the beginning of the season 
of Lent.  In many countries in 
Europe and in the western 
hemisphere, this is the last day of 
Carnival.  In some historically 
French speaking places, it is 
Mardi Gras, which is French for 
―Fat Tuesday,‖ the most famous  

celebration of which is in New Orleans each year.   
The origin of ―shrove‖ lies in the archaic English verb ―to 

shrive,‖ which means to absolve people of their sins.  To prepare 
people for Lent in the Middle Ages, it was common for ―shriveners‖ 

(priests) to hear people’s confessions at this time.   
The practice of eating pancakes and pastry began when 

Christians in the Middle Ages had to abstain from all animal 
products during the 40 days of Lent, which necessitated the 
consumption of all eggs, milk, and fat no later than Shrove Tuesday. 

Each year, the United Methodist Men of Good Shepherd sponsor 
a Pancake Supper to support Heart Havens—a special United 
Methodist ministry to persons with handicapping conditions.  This 
year, our Supper will be held on February 16, with pancake races 
starting at 6:00.  Dinner is at 6:45.  As in past years, we plan to have 
a representative from Heart Havens join us and provide an update on 
their programs.  Also, as is our tradition, we will ask for your 
contributions to support this vital ministry of the church.  Come eat, 
drink, laugh, chat, give, and have lots of fun as God’s people as we 
prepare for the season of Lent. 

What’s the Word?  

for February 
Black History Month 

 
Feb. 7:  Bigger Plans 

(Luke 5:1-11); Pastor 
Levi 

Feb. 14:  Taking Off the 
Veil (Exodus 34:29-
35; Luke 9:28-43); 
Scouting Ministries 
Sunday; Pastor Levi 

Feb. 17:  How Bad Can It 
Be?  (II Samuel 11 & 
12—selected verses) 
Ash Wednesday 
worship @ 7:30 pm 
with the traditional 
imposition of ashes; 
Pastor Levi 

Feb. 21: To Salvation 
and Beyond! 
(Romans 10:8b-13, 
Luke 4:1-13); Pastor 
Levi 

Feb. 28: Sermon by Keiko 
Tani Foster (Black 
History Sunday) 
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