
From the 

Pastor’s 
Desk 

Dear Members and Friends of Good Shepherd Church, 
 

 With the threat of snow upon us, we will scramble 
and prepare, in order to take care of all in our charge.  
As we do so, let us be sure to remember the people in 
our communities and around the world whose struggles 

are so much greater than our own.  From the loss of life and 
tremendous challenges that the people of Haiti face, to the difficulties our own nation is experiencing in 
difficult economic times, may our faith move us to share with compassion and kindness from the blessings 
God has granted us.   I am grateful for the many ways you have already responded to such need. 
 As we enter into the season of Lent, we realize how helpless we are in our weakness, and how lost we 
are in our sin.  God had such better plans for his cherished creation; yet, like rebellious children, people 
have resisted the kind of relationship with God that would bring peace and wholeness.  During Lent, on 
our journey to the cross, I hope you will join us in worship and service as we travel the road of repentence 
together—the road that leads to eternal life.  
 February is Black History Month, which will especially be emphasized in our liturgy and song.  I will be 
focusing in the pulpit on how our faith was always intended to do great things in God’s plan for all people.  
May God continue to work through his Church to bring peace to the troubled souls of all God’s children.  I 
hope to see you in worship…but do listen out for our snow policiy to possibly be implimented.  
  

   Grace and peace, 
 
 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
By Pat Pearsall 

 
  As we celebrate Black History Month in our nation, homes, schools, businesses, 
and churches, I would like for us to think about the real purpose for which this 
emphasis was intended.  I have been involved in many positive and not-so-positive 
discussions about Black History Month.  These discussions centered on why it is 
good or not good to designate a month to the study of such a rich history of people.  
Also discussed was why we need to isolate this history from other history.  My 
answer to both of these questions lies in the reason Carter G. Woodson gave for 
proposing the idea in the early 1900s.  Before I present Mr. Woodson’s reason, let 
me say that he chose February because February celebrates the birthdays of two Americans who had a 
prominent role in American History:  Abraham Lincoln (who signed the Emancipation Proclamation) and 
Frederick Douglas (who was a leader in the abolitionist movement).  February was not chosen because it 
is the shortest month, thus allowing less time to celebrate.   
 The reason Mr. Woodson initiated ―The Negro History Movement‖ was in response to a comment by a 
Harvard professor.  While Woodson was studying at Harvard, a professor, when asked about African 
American history, responded that African Americans did not have a history.  Let me remind you that 
during this time, there were only two identifiable groups in the US—Blacks and Whites, and Black History 
was not a topic that was covered in society.  Woodson was very disturbed by this response and wanted to 
prove him wrong; therefore, he committed himself for the next 60 years to studying, compiling, and 
popularizing Negro History.  Woodson realized that the most important place to put this information was in 
school systems, because it would receive more exposure there.  He wrote books, publications, pamphlets, 
and such, and in 1926, he presented ―The Negro History Bulletin for Teachers,‖ thus starting ―Negro 
History Week.‖  It was in 1976 that the weeklong observance was expanded to a month. 

There have been many other changes and ideas as to how to celebrate the rich history of African 
Americans.  Today, we continue to struggle with meaningful ways to do this.  It is not possible to learn the 
history of a people in a month, but it is possible to focus on a history for a month to encourage people to 
continue to read, study, and learn as much as possible over the course of the other 11 months.   

Black History Month has brought national attention to African American history, enabling the world to 
learn about the significant contributions and heritage of African American poets, doctors, engineers, 
scientists, politicians, ministers, lawyers, teachers, musicians, inventors, athletes—shall I go on?  No!  Let 
us all read on and study on. It’s that important! 

Six lean weeks 
crossed by six Sabbaths, 

beginning with death 
and ending in eternal life. 

--Rev. Bernard Via 




